
 
  
Dear Families, 
I hope you are all coping with this stormy weather, first Frank, 
then Jonas, Gertrude and Henry, all within 5 weeks! We have 
lots of exciting things planned at Hillwood so read on to find 
out… 

 
 

TIMEKEEPING 

 
 

Lateness at Hillwood is starting to become an issue again. It is 
very important that children are at school in time for the 
8.50am bell. Families who are persistently late at the beginning 
or end of the school day can expect to be contacted by letter to 
arrange a meeting if there is no improvement over the next few 
weeks. 

 
 

EARRINGS 

 
 

Please note that earrings should be removed from ears for PE. 
Earrings that cannot be removed should be covered by tape 
provided by parents/carers. This is to reduce the risk of injury.  

 
 

SCOTTISH SHOWCASE 

 
 

We are preparing our Scottish Showcase which will be on 12th 
February at 11am.  All classes are working on a variety of 
Scottish Projects which they will ‘showcase’ to family and 
friends. We hope that you support the work that is going into 
the showcase by coming to see it. Get your tickets from the 
office. 

 
 

VALENTINE’S DISCO     

 
 

The PSA are arranging a Valentine’s Disco for all pupils, 
Nursery to P7, on Thursday 11th February 6pm-7.30pm. Entry 
will be £2 and will include a drink, a snack and an opportunity to 
make a Valentine’s card. We are looking for volunteers to 
decorate the hall and help out during the evening. So if you are 
a budding interior designer please get in touch! Nursery pupils 
are welcome but must be accompanied by an adult. If you 
would like to purchase tickets please contact the school office. 

 
 

CLUBS 

 
 

I’m pleased to announce that we will be running all lunchtime 
clubs FREE of charge this term thanks to our Active Schools 
Coordinator Neil Russell. As they are free they will run for a 
shorter block than usual but so far we have lined up the 
following clubs: Dance for P1-P3, Street Dance for P4-P7, 
Football for P1-P3, and hopefully Basketball for P4-P7.  
 
We will also have a number of clubs run by school staff such 
as Choir on Mondays with Miss Barker, Homework Club on 
Tuesdays with Miss Barker and Minecraft and Construction 
Club on Wednesdays with Mrs Henderson. 
 
Mr Affleck will continue to run his afterschool Football Club for 
P4-7 but will change to every second Thursday from 3.15pm-

4.15pm. The dates this term are, 11/02, 25/02, 10/03, 24/03.  
 
If any other keen footballers could offer coaching on the 
alternative Thursdays please give me a call on 0131 333 1210. 
Thank you. 
 

COMMUNITY CAFÉS 

 
 

 
The P6/7s produced some delicious stovies and lentil soup 
for their Scottish Community Cafe on Friday 29th January. 
Unfortunately the attendance was quite low due the 
appearance of storm Gertrude. Thank you to the parents who 
made it along, I’m sure you’ll agree the food was delicious 
and perfect for such a miserable day.   
Our next Community Café will be held on Friday 26th 
February and will be organised by the P4/5s. The café will 

be open to all from 10am-11am. Entry to the café will be £1 
and will include a hot drink and a home bake. All pupils will 
be able to purchase a home bake from the café for 50p 
during break time. The proceeds from the café will go 
towards purchasing equipment and ingredients for the future 
cafés.  
P2/3 will be organising and hosting the April Community 

Café on Friday 29th April 2016. 

 
 

DRESS DOWN DAY 

 
 

We will be holding a Dress Down Day on the last Friday of 
each month. The suggested donation is 50p and will be 
collected by the class teacher. The next Dress Down Day 
will be on Friday 26th February. All donations will go 

towards the Hillwood Radio Station 
 
Future Dress Down Dates 
 

Friday 18th March 

Friday 29th April 

Friday 27th May 

Friday 24th June 

 

 
 

DAFFODIL TEA 

 
 

A special whole school Community Café will be held in 
conjunction with the PSA on Thursday 24th March during 
the school day. This café will be an Easter event open to 
the public and will include competitions and events similar 
to last year’s Easter egg decoration, Easter egg hunt and 
Easter bonnet parade. We will be looking for lots of helpers 
to organise and run this event. If you think you can help 
please contact Chris Bain, chair of the PSA or the school 
office. Further information will follow, but put the date in 
your diary. 

 
 

SPORT RELIEF 

 
 

 
Following the very successful Race for Life last year, where 
we raised over £700 For Cancer Research, we have 
decided to take part in this year’s Sport Relief Mile. We plan 
to have all children, teachers and parents running a mile on 
Friday 18th March. We will do this a class at a time and 
further details will follow. I just wanted to make sure you all 
had the date in your diary and had a chance to start your 
training regime! I have attached a sponsor form so that you 
can get started. Remember only ask people you know to 
sponsor you. The amount that you raise is not important, it 
can be anything between 20p and £2000! Every penny will 
make a difference. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

February  

Thurs 11th February  Valentine’s Disco 6pm 

Fri 12th February Scottish Showcase 

Fri 12th February Holidays Start 12.25pm 

Mon 22nd February All Resume 

Fri 26th February P4/5 Community Cafe 

Fri 26th February Dress Down Day 

March  

Thurs 10th March Parent Council 6.30pm 

Fri 18th March Sport Relief Mile 

Fri 18th March Dress Down Day 

Fri 18th – Sun 20th March Ski Trip 

Tues 22nd March Easter Service (Parents Welcome) 

Wed 23rd March Parents’ Evening 3.30pm-5.30pm/ 
6pm-8pm 

Thurs 24th March Daffodil Tea 

Thurs 24th March Holidays Start 3.15pm 

April  

Monday 11th April Term starts 

Monday 18th April  Spring Holiday 

Friday 29th April Dress Down Day (50p donation) 

Friday 29th April P2/3  Community Café 10am-11am 

May  

Monday 2nd May Holiday 

Thursday 5th May In-service Day 

Monday 23rd May Holiday 

Thursday 19th May Parent Council 6.30pm 

Friday 27th May Dress Down Day (50p donation) 

Friday 27th May P1 Community Café 10am-11am 

June  

Friday 3rd June Sports Day 

Friday 17th June Reports out 

Friday 17th June Fun Day 

21st, 22nd, 23rd June  P7 Transition 

Friday 24th June Dress Down Day (50p donation) 

Friday 24th June Nursery Community Café 10am-11am 

Thursday 30th June Term Ends 

 
BURNS SUPPER 

 
 

The annual Burns Supper was a great success. The poetry 
was fantastic and well done to our overall winner, Calvin’s 
faultless recital of Scot’s Wha Hae by Robert Burns. The band 
really enjoyed the evening and commented on the timing of 
the dances. Some parent feedback included:  
Brilliant recorder playing, Great poems and dancing, Food was 
good, Poetry was of a very high standard, It was a well 
organised event that brought children and families together. 
Next year we will open the doors earlier so that everyone is 
seated and ready to start at 6pm sharp.  

 
 

PARENT COUNCIL/PSA  

 
 

The next Parent Council meeting will be at 6.30pm on 
Thursday 10th March please note new date. We have 

decided to hold the meeting a week earlier than planned in 
order to organise the Daffodil Tea. We really need some more 
members but are fortunate enough to have lots of parents who 
are willing to help with discos etc. If you could spare the time 
please come along to our meeting; there are only 6 per year. If 
a Thursday at 6.30 is not suitable please let me know because 
we can be flexible in our timings. 
 

Dates Times 

Thurs 10th Mar 2016 6.30pm-7.30pm 

Thurs 19th May 2016 6.30pm-7.30pm 

 
 

GALA DAY 

 
 

A number of families have approached me with a desire to 
resurrect the Ratho Station - Newbridge Gala Day. I think this 
is a great idea but we will need to have a strong team working 
together to pull it off. If anyone is interested in being part of 
this team please come along to the next Parent Council 
Meeting on Thursday 10th March at 6.30pm and I will add it to 
the agenda. 
 

AND FINALLY… 

There are lots of activities and events planned at Hillwood to 
excite learning and teaching therefore lots for your children to 
look forward to this session.  
Mrs L. Henderson 
Head Teacher   

 

 
BREAKFAST CLUB 

 
 

Breakfast club runs Monday – Thursday 8.15am - 8.50am. 
Last orders are 8.45am. Pupils have a choice of cereal, toast, 
milk and fruit juice for 50p.  

 FEBRUARY BREAK 

 
 

The February break will start at 12.25pm on Friday 12th 

February and staff and pupils will return on Monday 22rd 
February at normal time. 

 
 

RADCC

 
 

The next Ratho and District Community Council meeting will 
be held at Ratho Community Centre on Monday 15th 
February 2016 at 7.15pm. All welcome.     

 
 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE AWARD 

 
 

As you may know we are part of the ‘1 in 5: Raising 
Awareness of Child Poverty in Edinburgh’ project. We have 
already had some excellent suggestions from staff, parents 
and pupils on how we can reduce the cost of the school day 
at Hillwood. Now a fantastic competition has arisen where 
Individual pupils and classes, staff and parent councils, are 
invited to submit ideas of how they would use £250 award 
money to help make a difference to children, young people 
and families living on or below the poverty line in their school 
community. A flyer containing more detail and how to enter 
will be sent home this week. 

 


